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exclusion from an institution founded by private
liberality for their advantage unqualified by any such
condition, or of compulsory service in the army.
Neither Sir Henry Lawrence nor the munificent bene-
factors who made such large sacrifices to create and
sustain the Military Orphan Asylum of Madras can, I
imagine, have contemplated any such restriction. If
the parents had remained in England there would
have been no such limitation in the choice of a career
for their sons. Eight feeling as well as self-interest
have induced us to treat the English soldier serving
in distant and unhealthy climates with peculiar con-
sideration ; and the proposed qualification of the
privilege which he has so long enjoyed must deprive
it of half its value. The disinclination of the Euro-
pean boys at Ootacamund for military service is well
known. There is no doubt that the saine disindina-.
tion exists in the sons of soldiers who remain in
England, and who are nevertheless required, as a
condition of admission to a military school, to adopt
a military life. But the difference is that in India
we profess to care in a more especial manner for our
troops, and that establishments have accordingly
been founded by private benevolence and supported
by the Government, with the intention of providing
for the sons of soldiers a general elementary educa-
tion such as may fit them for a great variety of occu-
pations, and with no intention of limiting them to
that for which they have usually a rooted aversion.
It is true that there is some considerable difficulty in
providing for European boys when they are at an